CLASSICAL BOHEMIANS

Classical Bohemians are Sylvia Akagi (voice and flute), Andrew Wickens (violin) and Peter Golden (guitar). Renowned for their exciting and beautiful interpretations of classical and folk, music and song, they introduce pieces with interesting or amusing information about the music or the composer. 

Andrew studied at the Royal Academy of Music and won an Italian government scholarship to the Conservatory of St. Cecilia in Rome. Now semi-retired from the Philharmonia Orchestra, he has been a professional violinist all his life and played all around the world. 
Sylvia is an outstanding Sussex folk singer and flautist with a clear, gentle voice.
Peter studied the piano from the age of four, and took up the guitar in his teens. Composing and arranging music for many genres, he is a long-time member of the Performing Rights Society.

You can see, hear, and read all about Classical Bohemians at http://classicalbohemians.uk

"...violin mastery... virtuosity on guitar... beautiful singing... a concert to lift the spirits"
The Editor, Unitarian Church magazine

Performers
Andrew has spent a lifetime playing in world-class orchestras, most recently as a long-term member of the Philharmonia Orchestra. As well as taking part in concerts and recordings in London and the UK he has travelled to all parts of the world with the orchestra. At the age of 7 he had lessons with his father and later went on to study at the Royal Academy of Music in London and then at the Conservatory of St. Cecilia in Rome. 

Sylvia has trained with choral works; relaxed with folk songs; and played the flute classically, with wind bands, and at folk clubs. She has played whistles, recorders and flutes since she was a small child, and has been singing all her life. 

Peter plays the guitar. He learnt the piano from the age of 4, but by 7 he found exams and competitions overwhelming and abandoned formal training. Turning to the guitar in his teens he used his musical knowledge to guide him through skiffle, and rock and roll to the calmer waters of writing vocal and instrumental music for stage, theatre, and television, and interpreting classical pieces. 

Background
Sylvia and Peter met while performing at a Sussex folk festival, and they share an interest in the folk tradition. They put this to good use recently when asked by Horsham Symphony Orchestra to introduce and sing the five folk songs Vaughan Williams used as a basis for his 'Fantasia on Sussex folk tunes'.

Sylvia, Peter and Andrew met after a concert Andrew gave at their local church. They realised that they had a common interest and began playing together whenever Andrew's touring schedule with the Philharmonia would allow. 

Andrew was particularly attracted by the flexibility, empathy and balance the guitar brought to accompanying the violin. It's a combination that Paganini - that great and revolutionary violinist - recognised as special, and for which he wrote many pieces. 

Peter enjoyed the challenge of transcribing piano and orchestral scores to suit the guitar as an accompanying - rather than as a solo - instrument. 


Adding Sylvia's flute to those accompaniments brought harmonic highlights to the sound, and her clear and gentle voice transformed and enhanced the beauty of the sung melodies. 


With a repertoire of classical, gypsy and folk songs they started to give concerts in their local area of Horsham. As Andrew eases into semi-retirement he has more time available and Classical Bohemians are able to spread their wings a little more.

www.classicalbohemians.uk
